General Formatting and Specific Grading Rubric 

for Field Guide Written Entries
Total Point Value – 25pts
Submitted to Turnitin.com (see website for password and class ID)

Comparative Description (5pts)

· generalized physical description of the species body structure 

· describe appendage detail and how those structures that make it distinctive from other organisms 

similar to those physical features that distinguish this specific organism from other organisms similar to it

· adult v. young and female adult v. male adult (include  length, weight, description of coloration/markings, etc.)

Habitat (5pts)
In what specific kind of environment would this specific species be found?

ie. 

These turtles feed in the waters of the continental shelves, often in water only 30 or less meters deep. Hatchlings and young juveniles do not dive, staying near the surface, often in association with mats of floating seaweed. Loggerheads are frequently found in bays and estuaries, and may enter river mouths.  
Range (5pts) and Range Map (5pts)
SPECIFIC geographical location (globally) – SPECIFICALLY range around the Americas (including migration locations within the Americas when appropriate)

REQUIRED Format (for RANGE):

Along the east coast of the Americas, in the waters of the Atlantic Ocean, these marine  organisms are found from the coast of ____, _____ all the way down south through to the coast of _____, _____. And along the west coast of the Americas, in the waters of the Pacific Ocean, this species is found from the coast of ______, ______ all the way down south through to the coast of ____, ______.

ie. 
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Along the east coast of the Americas, these birds are found from New Brunswick, Canada all the way down south through to Comodoro Rivadavia, Argentina. Along the west coast of the Americas, these birds are found from Walla Walla, Washington, all the way down south through to Concepcion, Chile.
Comments (5pts)
1. list specific food sources

2. describe offensive (ie. feeding behaviors) behaviors
3. describe defensive behaviors (ie. defense of nests/territory,  young, mate)

4. describe in detail reproductive patterns (include gestation/incubation period)

5. unique miscellaneous  information specific to that species







